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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can ask questions to deepen my understanding of an informational text. (RI.3.1) 

I can answer questions using specific details from an informational text. (RI.3.1) 

I can determine the meaning of unknown words in an informational text. (RI.3.4) 

I can read 3rd grade level texts accurately and fluently to make meaning. (RF 3.4) 

I can use text features to locate information efficiently. (RI.3.5) 

I can use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text  

(e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur). (RI.3.7) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can ask questions about the Amazon horned frog from the text Everything you need to know about FROGS and 

Other Slippery Creatures. 

• I can use information from illustrations (maps, photographs) to understand the Amazon horned frog. 

• I can use information from the words to understand the Amazon horned frog.  

• I can use text features to find information efficiently about the Amazon horned frog section. 

• I can determine the meaning of words in the article about the Amazon horned frog. 

• I can answer questions about the Amazon horned frog.  

• Asking and Answering Questions 

recording form: The Amazon Horned 

Frog 

• Freaky Frog Scavenger Hunt: The 

Amazon Horned Frog 

• Vocabulary notebooks 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening  

A. Engaging the Reader: Choral Reading and 

Brief Discussion of the Poem “The Poison Dart 

Frogs” (5 minutes) 

B. Unpacking the Learning Targets (2 minutes) 

2. Work Time   

A. Asking Questions about the Text: “The 

Amazon Horned Frog,” Pages 20 and 21 of 

Everything You Need to Know about Frogs 

and Other Slippery Creatures (5 minutes) 

B. Reading about the Amazon Horned Frog: 

Scavenger Hunt (25 minutes) 

C. Freaky Frog Vocabulary (18 minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Debrief: What Adaptations Help the Amazon 

Horned Frog Survive? (5 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Lesson 10 Homework 

• This lesson follows the same general instructional sequence as Lessons 8 and 9.  

• Prepare an anchor chart entitled Prepare the Freaky Frog Scavenger Hunt anchor chart: Amazon Horned Frog 

(this large chart should look like students’ recording form or project student recording form). 

• As in Lessons 8 and 9, the homework is answering text-dependent questions. 

• Prepare the Vocabulary Notebook: Amazon Horned Frog page anchor chart (or project page in Supporting 

Materials). 

• As in Lessons 8 and 9, the lesson opens with a reading of a poem about a freaky frog. In this lesson, however, 

the poem is about a freaky frog different from the one students read about during the rest of lesson. This 

continues to expose students to a wide range of freaky frogs.  

• Make 2-3 copies of the Word Cards for Work Time C and cut the cards apart. 

• Review Lessons 11-13. Consider if some students would benefit from reading the text for those lessons in 

advance. Increasing their familiarity with the content will help them to be more at ease during the lessons at 

all levels: whole group, small group or partner exchanges. 
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Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

Carnivore*, ambush, gape, predatory, 

voracious 

 

Additionally: stomach (v), aquatic*, 

edible 

 

*  in glossary 

• “The Poison Dart Frogs,” by Douglas Florian (one per student and one to display) 

• Asking and Answering Questions about Freaky Frogs recording form: The Amazon Horned Frog (one per student) 

• Everything you need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery Creatures (book; one per student)  

• Freaky Frog Scavenger Hunt: The Amazon Horned Frog recording form (one per student) 

• Freaky Frog Scavenger Hunt: The Amazon Horned Frog anchor chart (new; teacher-created; a large version of students’ 

recording form or project student recording form) 

• Word Cards for Work Time C (one card per group; groups will have the same words) 

• Using the Context of Informational Text: Figuring Out What “The Amazon Horned Frog” Words Mean (for display) 

• Students’ Vocabulary notebooks  

• Vocabulary Notebook: The Amazon Horned page anchor chart 

• Lesson 10 Homework (one per student) 

Supplemental Materials 

• Asking and Answering Questions about the Amazon Horned Frog (alternate recording form; has sentence frames) 

• Lesson 10 Homework (alternate; has sentence frames) 

• Lesson 10 Homework: Sample for Teacher Reference 

• Multiple Choice Questions: Amazon Horned Frog (for optional use) 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Engaging the Reader: Choral Reading and Brief Discussion of the Poem “The Poison Dart Frogs” (5 

minutes) 

• Tell students that just like the last two lessons, they will read and have a discussion about a poem from Douglas Florian’s 

book Lizards, Frogs, and Polliwogs.  

• Display the poem “The Poison Dart Frogs” and read it aloud as students follow along. Reread it a couple of times as 

students join in for a choral reading.  

• Ask students if they learn anything about the poison dart frog from Douglas Florian’s poem? 

• Ask students these questions about the poem:  

* What color are poison dart frogs? What evidence from the text helps you know this?  

* What do you think Douglas Florian means when he writes “their poison can tip a dart”?  

• For the first question, listen for answers such as “lots of colors: brown, green, orange, yellow, almost any color.” For the 

second question, students’ responses might include: “Maybe their poison is put on the end of a dart.” Tell students that 

they will learn more about the poison dart frog in the next couple lessons. 

• Remind students that they are hearing poems about a lot of different frogs. Also, they should be considering which 

poem is their favorite because they will need to select one to read aloud at the end of the unit. So far they read: The 

Glass Frog and The Red-Eyed Tree Frog.  

• Provide nonlinguistic symbols above 

important words in the learning 

targets (e.g., a question mark above 

the word “question”) to help students 

understand important words in the 

targets. 

• Allow students access to Douglas 

Florian’s book Lizards, Frogs, and 

Polliwogs so they can read and enjoy 

other poems. 

B. Unpacking the Learning Targets (2 minutes)  

• Direct students to the first four learning targets. Tell them that these targets are just like the ones they worked on in 

the last two lessons. Answer any clarifying questions students may have about the targets.  

• Today they will build expertise on another freaky frog called the Amazon horned frog. Ask students to quickly Pair-

Share one adaptation they think this frog might have based on its name alone.  
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Asking Questions about the Text: “The Amazon Horned Frog,” Pages 20 and 21 of Everything You Need 

to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures (5 minutes) 

• Gather students and distribute the Asking and Answering Questions about Freaky Frogs: The Amazon 

Horned Frog recording form. Tell students that they will continue to practice the strategy of asking questions about 

a text before reading it. Remind them that they have done this in the previous lesson when they were learning about the 

water-holding frog, but today they are going to look at a new section of the text all about the Amazon horned frog. 

• Be sure that students have their text: Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery 

Creatures. Ask students to use the table of contents to quickly find the pages about the Amazon horned frog and turn 

to that page. Tell students once they have found the page they should begin looking at it. When all students have found 

page 20, project pages 20-21 on the document camera.  

• Ask students to look closely at the pictures and text on these pages: “What is something you wonder based on what you 

see?”  

• Tell students they will come back to their questions after they’ve read about the Amazon horned frog to see if their 

questions were answered in the text. This should now be a familiar routine for students. 

• For ELL students, consider providing 

them with a partially filled-in Asking 

and Answering Questions about Freaky 

Frogs recording form: The Amazon 

Horned Frog that provides them with 

the question sentence stems:  

* “What ___?”  

* “Why ____?”  

* “How ____?”  

• This provides them with a model for 

starting a sentence and assists them 

with their thinking.  

• Use thoughtful pairings of students: ELL 

language acquisition is facilitated by 

interacting with native speakers of 

English who provide models of 

language. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Reading about the Amazon Horned Frog: Scavenger Hunt (25 minutes) 

• Tell students that they will continue to use text features to help them find information efficiently about the amazing 

adaptations of the Amazon horned frog.  

• Read aloud the text in the top left corner of page 20 (the section titled “Enormous Gape”) and the part that begins: 

“Famed for its big appetite . . . ,” as students follow along. It may be necessary to remind students of the word “famous” 

to help them understand “famed.” 

• Distribute Freaky Frog Scavenger Hunt: The Amazon Horned Frog recording form. 

• Refer students to the new Freaky Frog Scavenger Hunt: The Amazon Horned Frog anchor chart. Students 

should be familiar with the routine. 

• Tell students that just like in the last two lessons, they will work with a partner to read this section of the text, but should 

complete their own recording form. Tell students to leave Part B about adaptations blank for now: They will discuss this 

later in the lesson. 

• Give students 20 minutes to work. Circulate and provide support as needed. Help students understand that the way the 

word ‘stomach’ is used in “Patient Predator” is as a verb as means to eat or digest. 

• If students finish the scavenger hunt early, encourage them to reread the text on these two pages to continue to think 

about how Amazon horned frogs’ adaptations help them survive. 

• After about 20 minutes, gather students together to allow students to share what they learned from the scavenger hunt. 

This could be done whole group or students could find a new partner and each share with that new partner what they 

learned either orally or by swapping recording forms to look at each other’s work. 

• Ask students to revisit the question(s) they wrote on the Asking and Answering Questions: “The Amazon Horned Frog” 

recording form. If either or both of their questions have been answered, allow 1-2 minutes for them to jot the answers in 

the right hand column. 

• Students needing additional support 

may benefit from partially filled-in 

graphic organizers. For example, 

provide cloze sentences in the second 

column of the first row of the  

the Freaky Frog Scavenger Hunt 

recording form: The Amazon Horned 

Frog,” such as “The Amazon horned 

frog is ________ long.” 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

C. Freaky Frog Vocabulary (18 minutes) 

• As in Lessons 8 and 9, students will work on vocabulary. Write or project the words:  

– carnivore* 

– ambush 

– predatory 

– gape 

– voracious 

• Ask students to determine if any of these words are in the glossary. Students will discover that carnivore is found within 

the glossary. Ask for a student to read the definition of carnivore. The remaining words students will use the familiar 

routine of using the context to explore the words’ meanings. 

• Students will work in groups of 3-4 and each group will only get two word cards. With only four words (ambush, gape, 

predatory, and voracious), there will be overlap with groups having the same word as other groups. 

• Students will use their Everything you need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery Creatures texts and their 

assigned word cards. On the back of their cards, they write what they think their words means based on the context. 

Remind groups they need to pick a group member to share the group’s words. Make sure this student has the group’s 

cards in hand. Give groups 2 minutes to work. 

• After 2 minutes, regain the attention of the class.  

• Display the Using the Context of Informational Text: Figuring Out What “The Amazon Horned Frog” 

Words Mean. Conceal all but the first word. Follow the routine of reading the sentence in context, asking groups to 

share their ideas about the word’s meaning, then confirm or correct and share the actual definitions:  

– ambush: to attack from a hidden position 

– predatory: living on the flesh of another animal 

– gape: a wide opening or space 

– voracious: greedy or difficult to satisfy 

• Vocabulary notebooks: For ELL 

students, consider focusing them on one 

or two of the words. 
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Work Time (continued) Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Now move on to work within the Vocabulary Notebooks. Distribute students’ Vocabulary Notebooks. Display 

Vocabulary Notebook: The Amazon Horned page anchor chart. 

* If using the blank vocabulary notebook pages, ask students to open to a new page in their Vocabulary Notebooks. Ask 

students to write the five words on the page. Then students can copy the definitions and have students proceed with 

the work required for columns 3 and 4. 

* If using the lesson-specific vocabulary notebook pages, ask students to open to the page designated for Lesson 10 in 

their Vocabulary Notebooks. Review the definitions that are already on the page and have students proceed with the 

work required for columns 3 and 4. 

• Make sure to leave time for the lesson debrief. If students are not finished, allow them to finish at a later point in the day 

or in the next day or so. 

 

 

 

Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief: What Adaptations Help the Amazon Horned Frog Survive? (5 minutes)  

• Gather students together and congratulate them on all they have learned about the Amazon horned frog today. Ask the 

question from Part B of their Freaky Frog Scavenger Hunt recording form: “Based on your reading today, what 

adaptations help the Amazon horned frog survive?”  

• Provide the sentence frame “An Amazon horned frog has/does ___________, which helps them survive by 

_______.”  Invite students to turn and talk to share with a partner. Encourage them to name multiple adaptations as 

they discuss with a peer. 

• Direct students to record their thinking on Part B of the Scavenger Hunt recording form. 

• (Students are likely to share ideas such as: The Amazon horned frog has a huge mouth that helps it eat just about 

anything. Amazon horned frogs have giant horns that helps them camouflage against leaves. The Amazon horned frog is 

as big as a dinner plate!)  

• For students needing additional 

support producing language, consider 

offering a sentence frame to assist 

with language production and 

provide the structure required.  

 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 2A: UNIT 2: LESSON 10 

Reading about Freaky Frogs: 

“The Amazon Horned Frog” 
 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M2A:U2:L10  •  June 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) • March 2015  •  9   
 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

This homework has two parts: 

– Reread the poem “The Poison Dart Frogs,” by Douglas Florian, to someone at home.  

– Complete the Answering Questions about Freaky Frogs: The Amazon Horned Frog. Tell someone at home about the 

Amazon horned frog’s incredible adaptations! 

 

(The final learning target is accomplished through the homework: “I can answer questions about Amazon horned frogs.”) 
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“The Poison Dart Frogs,” 

by Douglas Florian 

 

 
The Poison Dart Frogs 

 

Brown with oval orange spots. 

Crimson mottled black with blots. 

Neon green with blue-black bands. 

Tangerine with lemon strands. 

Banana yellow. 

Ultramarine. 

Almost any color seen. 

And though their poison can tip a dart, 

These frogs are Masters of Fine Art. 

 

Take this home for homework to share with your family. Tell them about the amazing adaptations of 

the water-holding frog. 

 

 
“The Poison Dart Frogs” from LIZARDS, FROGS AND POLLIWOGS: Poems and Paintings by Douglas Florian. Copyright  © 2001 by Douglas Florian. Reprinted 

by permission of Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All rights reserved. 
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Asking and Answering Questions about Freaky Frogs: 
“The Amazon Horned Frog” 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 
 

Asking and Answering Questions about “The Amazon Horned Frog” 
 

What questions do you have about 

the Amazon Horned frog after looking 

at pages 36 and 37? 

If you found the answer to your 

question as you read, write it here. 

1. _______________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

1._______________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

2. _______________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

2. _______________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 
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Asking and Answering Questions about Freaky Frogs: 
“The Amazon Horned Frog” (Alternate) 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Asking and Answering Questions about “The Amazon Horned Frog” 
 

After looking at pages 20 and 21, a 

question I have is ____________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

My question was / was not 
answered. 
 
If your question was answered, write the answer 
below: 
 

I found out that _____________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

After looking at pages 20 and 21, a 

question I have is ____________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 

My question was / was not 
answered. 
 
If your question was answered, write the answer 
below: 
 

I found out that _____________ 

________________________ 

________________________ 
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Freaky Frog Scavenger Hunt: 
Amazon Horned Frog 

 

Name: 

Date: 

PART A: Scavenger Hunt 
 

Text Feature Information I Learned about Amazon-Horned Frogs 

The caption beside 

the large picture of 

the frog on page 21 

I learned ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 

The “Frog Facts” 

box on page 21 

I learned ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 

The green zigzag 

circle on page 20 
I learned ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 

The text box on 

page 21 titled 

“Impressive 

Horns” 

I learned ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 

The box to the left 

of the frog’s foot on 

page 20 

I learned ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
 

Text feature of 
your choice 
_______________ 
_______________ 

I learned ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________ 
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PART B: What adaptations help the Amazon horned frog survive? 
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Word Cards for Work Time C: 

Small Group Work 

 

 

 
 
 

ambush 
 

page 20; in “Patient Predator” 
 

 
 
 

gape 
 

page 20; green zigzag circle 
 

 
 
 

predatory 
 

page 21; in “Frog Facts” 
 

 

 

voracious 
 

page 20; in “Patient Predator” 
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Using the Context of Informational Text: 
Figuring Out What “Amazon Horned Frog” Words Mean 

 

 

Vocabulary Word 

 

Word in Context 

Did the 

Photograph 

Help? 

 

ambush 
 

page 20; in  
“Patient Predator” 

 

 

They ambush their prey by sitting quietly 

and waiting for it to approach… 

 

 

gape 
 

page 20; in green 
zigzag circle 

 

 

ENORMOUS GAPE…With a mouth that is 

wider than the length of its body, the 

Amazon horned frog can gobble up prey… 

 

 
predatory 

 

page 21; in  
“Frog Facts” 

 

 

…the Amazon horned frog tadpoles are 

predatory from the start. When they 

hatch, they attack other tadpoles… 

 

 
voracious 

 

page 20; in  
“Patient Predator” 

 

 

 

Amazon horned frogs are voracious 

carnivores. They ambush their prey… 
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Vocabulary Notebook (Lesson 10 Words) 

Words about:  

 

Vocabulary 

Word 

Definition Definition in My Own Words Picture or 

Symbol 

 

 

carnivore 

 

a flesh or meat 

eating animal 

___________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

_____________________ 

 

 

 

gape 

 

a wide opening or 

space 

___________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

_____________________ 

 

 

 
ambush 

 

to attack from a 

hidden position 

___________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

_____________________ 

 

 

 

predatory 

 

living on the flesh 

of another animal 

___________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

_____________________ 

 

 

voracious 

(appetite) 

 

greedy or difficult 

to satisfy 

___________________ 

___________________ 

___________________ 

_____________________ 
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 Lesson 10 Homework 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Read the questions once through. Reread pages 20-21 of the text Everything you 
need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery Creatures and then answer 
the questions using full sentence expression.  
 
 

1. What do Amazon horned frogs eat? Use evidence from the text to support your 

thinking.  

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How do the horns of the Amazon horned frog help them? Use evidence from the text 

to support your thinking.  

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What makes Amazon horned frog tadpoles different?  Use evidence from the text to 

support your thinking. 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 10 Homework (alternate) 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Read the questions once through. Reread pages 20-21 of the text Everything you 
need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery Creatures and then answer 
the questions using full sentence expression.  
 
 

1. What do Amazon horned frogs eat? Use evidence from the text to support your 

thinking.  

 

 

Amazon horned frogs eat many things. They eat _______________________ 

 

And ____________________________. They also eat _______________. 

 

They have a really big _______________________________. 

 
 

2. How do the horns of the Amazon horned frog help them? Use evidence from the text 

to support your thinking. Use evidence from the text to support your thinking.  

 

 

The horns of the Amazon horned frog help it _________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________. 
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3. What makes Amazon horned frog tadpoles different?  Use evidence from the text to 

support your thinking. 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazon horned frog tadpoles are ________________________________. 

 

They will _________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________. 

 

  

predator – an animal that eats the flesh of other animals 

 

predatory – acting like a predator 
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Lesson 10 Homework 

Sample for Teacher Reference 

 

 

Read the questions once through. Reread pages 20-21 of the text Everything you 
need to know about FROGS and Other Slippery Creatures and then answer 
the questions using full sentence expression.  
 
 

1. What do Amazon horned frogs eat? Use evidence from the text to support your 
thinking.  

 

The Amazon Horned frog loves to eat and eats just about anything! According to 
the text, it eats ants and other insects. They will attempt to animals that are 
smaller than they are like mice. They even eat rats 

 

 

2. How do the horns of the Amazon horned frog help them? Use evidence from the text 
to support your thinking.  

 

The horns on the Amazon horned frog help it be disguised. It sits on the forest 
floor in the leaves. Its horns are brown and pointy so they blend in with the 
leaves. 

 
 

3. What makes Amazon horned frog tadpoles different?  Use evidence from the text to 
support your thinking. 

 

Amazon horned frog tadpoles act like predators. The text says they are predatory 
and that they attack other tadpoles after they hatch. 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 2A: UNIT 2: LESSON 10 

 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M2A:U2:L10  •  June 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) • March 2015  •  23   
 

The Amazon Horned Frog:  

Multiple Choice Questions 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

1. Where do female Amazon horned frogs lay their eggs? 

a. In the leaves on the forest floor 

b. Near aquatic plants 

c. On leaves 

d. Underneath logs 

 

 

2. Which word does not describe the Amazon horned frog? 

a. predatory 

b. voracious 

c. gentle 

d. mean 

 

3. Which of the following would an Amazon horned frog eat?  

a. A monkey 

b. A jaguar 

c. A river otter 

d. A rat 

 

4. What physical characteristic helps an Amazon horned frog eat? 

a. Its horns 

b. Its large eyes 

c. Its powerful jaws 

d. Its brown bumpy skin 
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The Amazon Horned Frog:  

Multiple Choice Questions 

 

 

 

Answer Key: 

 

1. B 

2. C 

3. D 

4. C 

 

 


